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Instrumentation:

4 Tam-Tams and/or Gongs ranging from large to small

4 Pedal Timpani ranging in size from large to small, tuned as specified below
4 Suspended Cymbals ranging from large ride to small splash

4 Snares ranging in size from field drum to piccolo snare
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Notation:

Three different noteheads have been use to express the contact point on each
instrument. In all cases, a diamond notehead signifies a contact point in the center of
the instrument, an “x” notehead represents a contact point at the rim or edge, and a
normal notehead represents an intermediate, ordinary contact point. In addition, a
special notehead has been designated for a ping rimshot on the snare.
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Staccato dots signify that the sound of the instrument is damped by placing a towel or
something similar on the surface of the instrument. Instructions to add or remove the towel
have been added to the score at appropriate places.
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Finally, noteheads in parentheses represent significantly unaccented notes, similar to
ghost notes:

H——

The Bolero Rhythm:

The rhythmic organization of Unraveled is based the fragmentation and recombination of
the infamous Bolero rhythm, which cycles as a rhythmic scaffolding throughout the entire
work. For ease of reading, the rhythm is represented as six bars of 6/8 instead of two bars of 3/4
with triplet 16ths. However, to make the music easier to follow — and to highlight the
relationship of the notated rhythms to the original bolero rhythm - the beginning of every
group of six is given a solid barline, while the halfway point is given a dashed barline. All other
barlines are half barlines.

Over the course of the work, we hear several regular rhythmic patterns of accented and
unaccented notes operating at different speeds, e.g.:
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The accented notes in these patterns ultimately come together to form the infamous
Bolero rhythm:
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Thus, it is important that the accented notes are played at a significantly higher dynamic
than the unaccented notes, so that the rhythm they form together is projected.

Electronics and Click Track:

Parallel to the rhythmic processes in the percussion, an “impossible electronic orchestra”
gradually reconstructs the famous Bolero melody. The deconstruction and reconstruction of
the melody was done via a Fourier Analysis and re-synthesis of the pitch contour of the Bolero
melody. (You can read more about this process at http://marcevanstein.com/Writings/
SpectralMelodyDecomposition.pdf.)

The performance is synced to the electronics via a constant click track at 120 bpm for all
parts. This click-track offers two additional dings at the start and midpoints of each six bar cycle
for added security.
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